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  Council Chambers 

            Regular Meeting 

            December 23, 2019 

            7:00 p.m. 

           

Council met in regular session with the following eight members present: Corcoran, Fairchild, 

Fleurima, Hines, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. (Dr. Kerney absent.) There were one media 

representative and twenty-one other visitors present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Law 

Director Rutherford, City Auditor Spetnagel and Safety-Service Director Carman. The meeting 

was broadcast live by Spectrum and by Horizonview. 

 

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that Council excuse the absence of Dr. Kerney. 

All eight members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. 

 

Pres. Arnold led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

Ms. Fairchild moved and Mr. Hines seconded that the minutes of the regular meeting of 

December 9, 2019, be accepted and approved, as submitted by the clerk. All eight members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted.  

 

      COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Utilities Committee: 

 

Mrs. Patrick reported on Item #3 supporting the Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement 

Project, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. She also indicated that she has not received 

updated versions of the two committed items from the Law Director’s Office. 

  

Engineering Committee: 

 

Mr. Tatman reported on Item #1 adopting the Ross County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan as set 

forth by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. 

Mr. Tatman reported on Item #2 approving the use of the city right-of-way at 1 North Paint Street 

as part of the 50 West Brewpub renovations, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that 

this is needed to meet ADA requirements, and also to have a side door for deliveries. He said that 

he will seek to pass this item tonight.  

 

Finance Committee: 

 

Mr. Proehl reported on Item #4 appropriating $13,374.00 for various departments’ postage and 

fuel costs for the remainder of the year, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. Mr. Proehl 

reported on Item #5 transferring unencumbered operating funds to various funds for the purpose 

of making payroll, fringe, and pensions for the remainder of 2019, appropriating police and fire 

funds to cover additional costs incurred in the police pension fund and police & fire payroll, 

fringe and pension accounts for the remainder of the year, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. 

He said that he will seek to pass these two items tonight. Mr. Proehl moved and Mr. Fleurima 

seconded that the three day receipt rule be suspended and that there be placed on tonight’s agenda 

an ordinance removing unnecessary appropriations from the books of the City of Chillicothe for 

various funds and declaring an emergency. All eight members present voted “yea” and Pres. 
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Arnold declared the motion adopted, designating this particular item as Item #6 on tonight’s 

agenda for its first reading. Mr. Proehl indicated that he will seek to pass this item tonight. Mr. 

Proehl moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that the three day receipt rule be suspended and that 

there be placed on tonight’s agenda an ordinance to make appropriations for current expenses and 

other expenditures of the City of Chillicothe, State of Ohio, during the fiscal year beginning 

January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020, and declaring an emergency. All eight members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted, declaring this particular item 

as Item #7 on tonight’s agenda for its first reading.   

 

Dr. Kerney arrived at 7:08 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

           REPORTS OF OFFICIALS 

 

Report of Mayor Feeney: 

 

Mayor Feeney said that he supports passage of each of the items that will be voted upon tonight. 

He noted that tonight’s meeting is the last meeting of the year and the final meeting of the current 

term of Council. He expressed his gratitude to all of the members of Council and particularly to 

the six who will not be returning in January, as well as to City Law Director Rutherford, for their 

service. He said that the City is lucky to have them. Mayor Feeney concluded by wishing 

everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,  

 

Report of Auditor Spetnagel: 

 

City Auditor Spetnagel commented on item numbered 5, 6 and 7.  

 

Report of Law Director Rutherford: 

 

City Law Director Rutherford said that tonight marks the end of her term, and she wished all 

continued prosperity as well as a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

Report of Pres. Arnold: 

 

Pres. Arnold said that he echoes Mayor Feeney’s comments. 

 

Dr. Kerney thanked the members of Council and also the community for letting her serve. She 

noted that she came to Chillicothe from Mississippi in 1964, and that she has also been with the 

Chillicothe City School District for over thirty years. She said that the people on this Council are 

exceptional and that she anticipates doing more for the City in the future, but that for now she is 

transitioning. 

 

Mr. Hines echoed Dr. Kerney, saying that serving on this Council has been a humbling 

experience and that he is grateful to the people of the second ward for their confidence in him. He 

thanked all of the City’s elected officials, the members of Council, Pres. Arnold and Clerk Fosson 

for their assistance and support while he served.  
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Mr. Fleurima thanked the people of the fifth ward and all the others who have supported and 

assisted him as well. He said that after leaving Council he plans to serve the City in different 

ways. He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

Mrs. Neal said that she has enjoyed serving on Council and representing the people of the first 

ward, and she thanked everyone for their support and assistance.  

 

Mr. Proehl expressed his thanks and said goodbye to the people who are leaving Council. He said 

that this group has meant a lot to him. He thanked Mrs. Neal for her work on the City’s recycling 

program and said that he will miss Mrs. Patrick, noting that in his opinion nobody has worked 

harder on Council. He also expressed his admiration for Mr. Hines and what he brought to 

Council.  

 

    AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

Joe Sharp of 559 North High Street thanked all who serve on Council. He commented on the two 

committed items of legislation, stating that he disagrees with holding the landlords responsible for 

the unpaid utility bills of tenants. He said that he hates to see things get contentious once again 

between the city and landlords. He urged the city administration and Council to look into other 

ways of raising money to make up the difference.  

 

John Thacker of 990 Columbus Street also commented on the committed utilities legislation, 

stating that he is a renter. He said that he wants a safe and thriving community and that he urges 

Council to achieve fairness and comity. 

 

COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS AND CALENDAR 

 

Pres. Arnold announced that there will be a swearing in ceremony on December 31, 2019, in the 

upstairs courtroom of the Ross County Courthouse at noon. He announced the following 

additional committee assignments for inclusion in the journal of Council: 

 

19-132-Finance-Request for legislation to appropriate $13,374.00 to pay for various departments’ 

postage and fuel for the remainder of the year; 

19-133-Engineering-Request for legislation for Council approval for ADA compliant entrance at 

1 North Paint Street and entrance ramp and encroaching the sidewalk city right-of-way; 

19-134-Finance-Request for legislation to transfer unencumbered funds to be transferred for the 

purpose of making payroll fringe and pensions for the remainder of the year; 

19-135-Development-Request for legislation to appropriate funds to pay city’s share of the 

CDBG program administration of the Nipgen Corner Building Repair Project; and 

19-136-Finance-Request for legislation to remove unnecessary appropriations from our books to 

aid in avoiding appropriations exceeding our resources.  

 

 READING AND PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION 
 

A resolution adopting the Ross County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan as set forth by the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency and declaring an emergency was read for the second 

time by title only. 

 

Res. No. 20-19 approving the use of the city right-of-way at 1 North Paint Street as part of the 50 

West Brewpub renovations and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. 
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Mr. Tatman moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing 

this item on final passage. All eight members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the 

rule suspended. All eight members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Resolution No. 20-19 adopted. 

 

Res. No. 21-19 supporting the Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements Project and declaring 

an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mrs. Patrick moved and Mr. Hines 

seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All eight 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All eight members 

present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Resolution No. 21-19 

adopted.    

 

Ord. No. 115-19 appropriating $13,374.0 for various departments’ postage and fuel costs for the 

remainder of the year and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. 

Proehl moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this 

item on final passage. All eight members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All eight members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 115-19 adopted. 

 

Ord. No. 116-19 transferring unencumbered operating funds to various funds for the purpose of 

making payroll, fringe, and pensions for the remainder of 2019, appropriating police and fire 

funds to cover additional costs incurred in the police pension fund and police & fire payroll, 

fringe and pension accounts for the remainder of the year, and declaring an emergency was read 

for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that the three reading 

rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All eight members present voted “yea” and 

Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All eight members present then voted “yea” on the item 

itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 116-19 adopted.  

 

Ord. No. 117-19 removing unnecessary appropriations from the books of the City of Chillicothe 

for various funds and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl 

moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on 

final passage. All eight members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All eight members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 117-19 adopted. 

 

An ordinance to make appropriations for current expenses and other expenditures of the City of 

Chillicothe, State of Ohio, during the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2020 and ending December 

31, 2020, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. 

 

Mayor Feeney said that there needs to be a special meeting of Council called for the purpose of 

hearing a second reading of Item #7 so that it can be passed sa soon as possible after the first of 

the year. Mr. Proehl, Mrs. Corcoran and Mr. Tatman called for a special meeting of the new term 

of Council to take place on January 2, 2020, at 6:30 p.m., here in Council Chambers, for the 

purpose of hearing a second reading of Item #7.  

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. Tatman seconded that the regular meeting be adjourned.  All eight 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 7:45 

p.m. 
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___________________________________   ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

        Council Chambers 

        Special Meeting 

        January 2, 2020 

        6:30 p.m. 

 

The new term of Council met for its organizational meeting with the following eight members 

present: Gillum, Lewis, Nickerson, Payne, Phillips, Proehl, Shoemaker and Tatman. (Mrs. 

Corcoran absent.) There were one media representative and four other visitors present, in addition 

to Mayor Feeney, City Law Director Villareal, City Auditor Spetnagel and Safety-Service 

Director Carman.  

 

Mayor Feeney asked the members of Council to let the administration know if any department 

head or other individual from the administration is desired to be present at a committee meeting, 

or if any information is needed.  

 

City Auditor Spetnagel indicated that she has distributed copies of a proposed substitute version 

of Item #7 from the last regular meeting, and she explained the changes made and the reasons for 

the changes. Mr. Proehl moved and Ms. Nickerson seconded that Item #7 from the last meeting of 

Council, the sole item on tonight’s agenda, be amended by substituting this revised version for the 

original version. All eight members then present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the 

motion adopted.  

 

Mrs. Corcoran arrived at 6:41 p.m. 

 

Ord. No. 1-20 to make appropriations for current expenses and other expenditures of the City of 

Chillicothe, State of Ohio, during the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2020 and ending December 

31, 2020, and declaring an emergency was read for the second time by title only. Mr. Proehl 

moved and Ms. Payne seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on 

final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnld 

declared Ordinance No. 1-20 adopted.  

 

Pres. Arnold inquired if there were a motion to adjourn.  

 

Mrs. Corcoran moved and Mr. Phillips seconded that Council appoint John Fosson as Clerk of 

Council. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. 

Mr. Fosson accepted the appointment.  

 

Mr. Tatman moved and Ms. Lewis seconded that the meeting be adjourned. All nine members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 6:49 p.m.  
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__________________________________                     __________________________________ 

Clerk of Council           President of Council 

 

 

 

 

 


